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A special moment of happiness 
captured on a warm, sunny, afternoon 
in Yangon. �ese local boys smile wide 

for the camera with grins more 
radiant than the sun. �e caring and 

carefree nature of the people of 
Myanmar stands out in this picture. 
�ere are a lot of national parks and 

playgrounds for families to enjoy. 
Even though the facilitates in Myan-

mar are not the best quality, the 
people are able to focus on the joy of 

each other’s company.

Smiles for Miles

Myanmar is a country located in 
Southeast Asia that is teeming 
with unique cultures and tradi-
tions. With 89% of the population 
practicing Buddhism, the sculpting 
and carving of Buddha sculptures 
is one of Myanmar’s hallmarks. 
�is picture shows the face of a 
man in a small market, delicately 
holding a small carving and helps 
you internalize the thoughtful 
detail but into each piece of art. I 
think if we appreciate each part of 
our lives and pay attention to the 
little things, the world could be a 
much better place. 

The Bottleneck

by Htet Wadi Niang
Interntional School Yangon

Tehran is a metropolitan city with 
heavy tra�c and su�ers from air 
pollution in certain seasons. Even 
the helpless police cannot �nd a 
place to stand in such a bottle-
neck. I took this photo to show 
that our every behavior is in�uen-
tial in the society. Most of the 
problems in life are because we 
either act without thinking or 
keep thinking without acting. We 
are all free to choose, but we are 
not free from the consequence of 
our choices. So why not choose a 
path which is best for all of us?

Although Myanmar is �lled with 
beautiful pagodas and temples, pollu-

tion is a pressing issue surrounding 
the nation. Garbage piles up on the 

streets, freely entering the sewers and 
streams. Raising awareness about 

these environmental issues is a crucial 
step needed to further develop our 

country. If we truly want to obtain a 
more colorful future for the next 

generation, we must get rid of the 
mocking bright colors of plastic before 

we face the darkest day of all. 

Colorful Waste 

A popular destination for 
families in Myanmar is the zoo. 
�ere are a number of di�erent 
animals at the zoo, but the zoo 
is known for its elephants. �is 
is a photo of Mo Mo, an 
elephant who has lived in this 
zoo her entire life. I think that 
this photo shows the beautiful 
and heartwarming side of 
Myanmar. It is important for 
us all to realize the magni�cent 
sides of the countries that we 
come from as we unite during 
this conference. 

Tajrish Bazaar

�e Tajrish Bazaar: an Iranian 
traditional market, located north 
of Tehran. Salesmen attract 
customers with their enticing 
goods, but I was attracted to was 
the motion of people and the �ow 
of life. Taking this photo made me 
realize that life is going on and on, 
and it cannot be stopped. We must 
decide how to use the time given to 
us. I did not come this far for only 
the journey itself. I’m living here 
for a reason and I have to make the 
best of everything in order to live 
happily.

Mo Mo Carving

by Yasamin Moshirabadi
Manzoumeh Kherad Institute

by Yasamin Moshirabadi
Manzoumeh Kherad Institute

Ph
ot

o 
Es

sa
ys by Htet Wadi Niang

Interntional School Yangon

by Kay Zin
Interntional School Yangon

by Kay Zin
Interntional School Yangon
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Blind
Justice
is

by Julian Chow

When I was young, I was extremely impressed by the 
ability of the law to rule fairly. �is led me to believe 
that justice would remain blind against traditional 
prejudices that plagued society. In most depictions, 
Lady Justice is portrayed with scales, a sword, and a 
blindfold, which symbolized her impartiality. Quite 
literally, she portrays the idea that "justice is blind" – 
regardless of race, gender, or social status, people are 
treated equally in society and judged without bias in the 
court of law. 

However, after �rst-hand experiences in Shanghai, I 
wondered whether this depiction was really accurate in 
today’s day and age.

Five years ago, I walked into a migrant village in the 
outskirts of Shanghai with a group of volunteer English 
teachers. I emerged two hours later with a radically 
di�erent view of the world.

As international students, I am sure many of us know 
what it is like to leave our countries of birth, places that 
we might have grown up in, places that we are familiar 
with. Now, imagine leaving your hometown and travel-
ing perhaps a few hundred kilometers and then learning 
that all the government granted bene�ts are gone. 
Healthcare, gone. Retirement bene�ts, gone. Education, 
gone. We might say that this is completely absurd, 
simply because you have moved from one town to anoth-
er shouldn’t completely remove your government bene-
�ts. 
Yet this is exactly what happened to the villagers I 
had visited. �ese people weren’t criminals or illegal 
immigrants. �ese people weren’t even that di�erent 

from the local Shanghainese. However, due to the laws in 
place, these people were deprived of all the most basic 
bene�ts the government o�ers.

Perhaps my �rst impressions of law were wrong. Yes, 
justice is blind, but not impartial. Rather, it is quite the 
opposite. It has turned a blind eye to those that need it 
the most, allowing our society to systematically favor 
certain groups while promoting the socioeconomic 
divide in our world.

One of the largest problems the migrant population in 
China faces is the inherently biased laws that actively 

discriminate against people coming from rural or provin-
cial backgrounds.

In 1958, the Chinese government introduced the hukou 
system in an attempt to facilitate three programs: 
government welfare and resource distribution, internal 
migration control, and criminal surveillance. �erefore, 
every town and city would be responsible for issuing 
their own hukou, allowing residents to access social 
welfare services within the jurisdiction.

However, while this system bene�ts the locals, it has 
become a nightmare for migrant workers who are unable 
to enjoy these bene�ts. As people holding a foreign 
hukou, migrant workers are deprived of the opportunity 
to access government-provided welfare and bene�ts such 

as education, medical care, housing 
and employment.

In Shanghai alone, there are around 3 million people that 
have sacri�ced their lives in a desperate attempt to earn 
a minimum wage. Although these people work tirelessly 
for the bene�t of China, they themselves are deprived of 
government healthcare as their children are robbed of 
quality education. How is it fair that these people are 
stripped of the very bene�ts they create simply because 
they come from a di�erent province?

Rather than appreciating the workforce generated by 
these migrant workers, the government has expressed 
its intentions to force them out of major cities. On 
September 27, the Central Committee of the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP) and the State Council approved 
the general city plan for Beijing to “strictly control the 
city’s scale” and set a 23 million permanent population 
cap by 2020. In an attempt to make Beijing “a world-class 
harmonious and livable city,” thousands of migrant 
workers have already been driven from their homes.

Furthermore, by migrating and invalidating their 
hukous, the children of these workers are unable to 
attend city schools, forcing them to either remain in 
their rural hometowns or attend schools located on the 
outskirts of major cities where teachers are often less 
dedicated than those of the city schools.

In addition to the inferior education these children 
receive, migrant children also face the risk of their 
schools being shut down by the government. Over the 
past decades, the Chinese government has regularly shut 
down and demolished migrant schools, forcing tens of 
thousands of children to either return to their home-
towns or stop attending school altogether. In Beijing 
alone, the number of migrant schools has gone from 

several hundred to under 100. �e Zhiquan School, a 
licensed migrant school, had its water and electricity cut 
o� in an attempt to force students away and speed up 
Beijing’s demolition campaign.

Other migrant schools faced similar fates, forcing many 
schools to shut down their institutions, leaving their 
students without proper education.  
If the root of this problem isn’t solved, we are only post-
poning the problem rather than providing a solution, 
much like the poverty trap or the leaky bucket analogy. 
Without proper education, these children are fated to lead 
underprivileged lives and the vicious cycle of poverty and 
injustice continues.

Justice might be blind, but we are not. By not speaking 
out against injustice, we are condoning it. In modern 
society, we talk about the importance of justice and the 
rule of law, emphasizing the idea that all are equal before 
the law and are entitled to equal protection without 
discrimination. Yet how can we ensure this if the laws 
themselves are already biased?

In China, the system in place is not one of equality and 
fairness. Instead, the laws in place only encourage 
discrimination against the poor and those that need the 
most help. �e law is supposed to ensure protection, not 
discrimination; security, not persecution. If the laws 
themselves are inherently unfair, impartiality of the 
courts and justice system no longer matter.

�e blindfold worn by Lady Justice has indeed blinded her. 
However, it has not blinded her to the traditional preju-
dices; rather, it has completely blinded her to the pains of 
the people.

If we cannot ensure that the values of justice and equality 
apply fairly to everyone, then why do these values even 
matter anymore?
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