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Introduction

 Foreign fighters have been a key element of spreading transnational jihad. As seen in the Afghan 
war in 1980s, the Bosnian war in 1990s and the Iraqi war in 2003, foreign fighters from various places all 
over  the globe have converged together to fight for terrorist groups. Similarity, the Syrian civil war is for 
which the ISIS is recruiting foreign troops to strengthen their military and create fear and instability 
amongst the global community.  In June 2014, an estimate of 12,000 foreign fighters were identified in 
Iraq and Syria. Two years later, the number has increased by more than double to 29,000 foreign 
fighters. This directly informs us that the issue is signifying and we must address it, as it is threatening 
international security and radicalising thousands of people.  

Definition of Key Terms

ISIS 

ISIS stands for the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, also know as ISIL. They are the governing 
body of the  main terrorist organisation part of the Syrian Civil War and are responsible for recruiting 
majority of the foreign fighters.  

Jihadi 

A jihadi is a person involved in Islamic warfare and terrorism, typically as a militant.  

History

Formation of the ISIS  

 Although the issue of foreign jihadis entering Iraq and Syria is relatively severe, ISIS was 

established only in 2006, with Abu Omar al-Baghdadi as their leader.  

The Syrian civil war 

           The ISIS was a relatively small group until it joined the rebellions against president Bashar Al 
Assad in 2011, which allowed them to spread chaos in Iraq and Syria and become a dominant force.  

Recruitment of foreign fighters doubled 
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            In 2014, only 12,000 foreign fighters were recognised and in 2016, the number increased to 
29,000. This suggests that ISIS has not only expanded in Syria and Iraq but has globally quite attracted 
some civilians into Islamic militants.  

Key Issues

The spread of religious violence through information technology 

 The use of technology plays a pivotal role in spreading the ideologies of the ISIS which lures 

foreign fighters to join them. The use of social-media platforms such as Twitter and Youtube have been 
essential in posting messages and uploading videos that attempt to brainwash the receiving audience. 
Moreover, to target European and American audiences, the ISIS issues forms of media in English too.  

Turkey, the highway to Syria   

 Turkey lands flights to upto 107 different countries. Inadequate border security on the Turkey & 
Syria borders is another reason behind the large flow of foreign jihadis who use Turkey to get to Syria.  

Global spread of these jihadis 

 These jihads have come from 86 countries. The case has often been that these foreign fighters 
would train and plan attacks in Syria and then go back to their home countries to execute them in most 
cases. This was seen in Paris in 2015, as well as Brussels in 2016.   

Major Parties Involved and Their Views

Turkey 

 Turkey needs to tackle two issues. First, is their below-par border control, which has led several 

thousand people to join the ISIS and second is to control the number of local foreign fighters, which is 
approximately 2,200 (est.2016). 

Tunisia 

            Tunisia is the country where most foreign fighters have come from. Over 6,000 foreign     
fighters have travelled from Tunisia to Iraq & Syria, due to various reasons such as unleashed 
conservatism, socioeconomic marginalisation and political exclusion. Therefore they must address these 
issues to prevent civilians from leaving the country. 

European Union & The United Kingdom 

 Roughly 5,000 foreign fighters are from the EU & the UK and the open borders of the EU have 
enabled European foreign fighters from one EU country to attack the other, as seen in the Paris attacks, 
where half the terrorists were Belgian citizens. Hence the EU and the UK need to closely monitor, the 
movement of people and prevent citizens from joining terrorist groups.  
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Russia  

 More than 2000 foreign fighters come from Russia, which is a significant increase from 800 in 
2014. Thus, they have to look at ways to disallow civilians to leave for militant groups.   

Indonesia  

  Indonesia has shown strictness over the years by banning online recruitment by the ISIS, but the 
number of Indonesian foreign fighters has increased from 60 to 700 in a span of 6 months in 2014. 
Ideally, Indonesia needs to quickly address the issue, as it is growing rapidly.  

Timeline of Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

You must include short sentences to explain the timeline. Otherwise you have to follow the format 

specified below: 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

Previous attempts that aim to improve the situation include policies such as improved border 

control, accelerated global exchange of information denoting terrorist movement and prevention of 
radicalisation of Muslims.  Furthermore, aviation security is boosted and Interpol services are asked to 
intensify efforts to trace any possible terrorist threats.  

Possible Solutions

To stem the flow of foreign fighters into Iraq and Syria, the first measure that needs to be taken is 

to strengthen border security in Turkey, which does not let fighters trespass easily. Secondly, we must 
urge countries to monitor the movement of people and look into digital security, perhaps banning the 
ISIS recruitment videos and messages. We should also look to educate younger generations about the 
ongoing issue and raise awareness about issues like xenophobia.  Lastly, we must call for semi-annual 
reports, which track the foreign fighters in Iraq & Syria from worldwide.  
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