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Introduction

As the world moves into a more technologically and industrially advanced age, demographic and economic landscapes of nations around the world are shifting, especially in areas that are only beginning to experience higher levels of development. One such shift is the shift from rural to urban based economies, and with it, the internal migration that occurs when people move into cities and urban areas.
This trend of people’s movement into cities and urban areas for work is known as urbanization, and has been a trend throughout human history, reaching its peak in the western world with the industrial revolution, which brought millions into urban life as a result of manufacturing jobs found in urban factories. Today, developing countries experience a similar shift, but as they strive for high growth rates, cities tend to grow in size at hardly manageable rates. With the rise of megacities and metropolitan areas that are not suited for the number of people inhabiting them, come also various problems for both rural and urban populations. Economically and socially the shift has and continues to have consequences for nations as well people, and with governments struggling to address the issue independently, international action and guidance is needed.
Definition of Key Terms
Internal Migration
Migration within one geographical entity, usually pertaining to a nation-state. In the context of the issue this refers to any trend in human movement from one are or kind of area inside a country to another.
Internal Displacement
Forced internal migration as a result of populations being forcefully displaced or having to flee war or persecution, for example in the case of Syrian civil war.
Urbanization
A general trend in internal migration of people from rural to urban areas, especially when relating to densely populated capital cities in developing nations.
LEDCs and MEDCs
LEDCs, or less economically developed countries, are countries with low gross domestic products and income levels as opposed to MEDCs, or more economically developed countries, that display higher standards of living and GDP.
Structural Unemployment
Unemployment in one sector or region of a country caused by the mismatch of jobs available and job seeking workers. Structural unemployment can cause urbanization because while most available jobs are found in cities, most job seekers live in rural areas and therefor move. As a result however rural to urban migration can cause another kind of structural unemployment because as workers move to the city, there are not enough left to fill the demands of rural industries such as the agricultural industry.
Urban Poverty

Poverty in the context of low income inhabitants of large cities, where life is more expensive. Because life is more expensive in cities, poverty is propagated as a part of the population struggles to afford basic necessities such as accommodation. Urban poverty often manifests itself in the form of slums.
History

Note: For the purpose of debate, this report will cover only the recent history or urbanization as a form of internal migration. For a brief account of historical urbanization trends prior please see https://www.ancient.eu/urbanization/
Internal migration trends during the industrial revolution

Although urbanization had been a trend in human development before, as people were attracted to cities by commerce and trading, the industrial revolution in the late 18th century brought about a major change in the population landscape of many nations. With the rise of industries that required large numbers of workers, many were attracted to the centers of production that were often based near cities. As such this shift was initially a slow one however. Occurring over multiple decades and even centuries, the growth of western cities was highly planned and although some problems arose, their growth was primarily sustainable and more importantly came to a halt as countries began to decentralize and restructure their functioning. This makes a distinction between urbanization then and urbanization now, which has proven far harder to manage and address.
21st century urbanization and its causes

In our modern world, internal migration refers also in ordinary case to migration from rural to urban areas, and has many causes. The trend exists mainly in less developed countries and is a result of these shifting from rural to urban based economies faster than any nation ever before has. This has led to the establishment of megacities, that attract ever more migration from rural households, but more importantly are often plagued with high inequality and low livability. However, the lack of opportunity for economic success in rural areas as opposed by the high levels of economic growth in urban areas continues to promote urbanization and as such has led to a variety of problems that must be addressed. 

For more information regarding the state of urbanization today and for inspiration for resolution writing please see:
https://esa.un.org/unpd/wup/publications/files/wup2014-report.pdf 
Key Issues

Cultural consequences of urbanization and internal migration

In developing countries rural to urban migration can have various cultural consequences. Primarily because the people moving to cities are mainly young people, the trend amplifies generational divisions in countries that struggle with rural area accessibility. In South American, South and Southeast Asian as well as African countries, many young people move to the city in hope of further education or employment. Unfortunately, they are often unsuccessful, but lack the means to return to their rural origins, remaining stuck in the slums of mega cities such as Bangkok, Jakarta or Rio de Janeiro; even if they are successful, they often do little to give back to the rural communities they originally came from. This creates both an economic and a cultural divide between rural and urban communities, as rural areas suffer from a lack in young people and hard labour forces. In some cases, rural areas are also otherwise detached from the urban and governmental infrastructure, meaning that people there may speak a different language, as is the case with communities living in northern Thailand. As young people grow up in more urban environments, these go through public education and as such lose touch and sometimes even lack the ability to communicate with their relatives and rural connections.
Economic consequences of urbanization and internal migration in less developed countries
Economically, rural to urban migration has an impact on rural areas as well as urban areas, but also on the nation as whole. In each case, the livelihood of the population must be considered as well as the general socioeconomic success and growth of the area.
Rural stagnation and structural labour shortages
The movement of large quantities of people away from rural areas can have devastating effects on the economic development of these. As especially young people move to cities, they detract from the sustainability of rural populations and as a result the work force in rural areas decreases. This has an effect on rural industries such as agriculture industry, which requires large quantities of hard labour, but offers only low levels of income. As such urbanization causes a shortage in these industries and can in the long term render a nation less self-sustainable. A country for instance that is 100% urban has to rely entirely on other countries for food production, and yet on the other hand, a country that is overly rural cannot reach higher levels of development associated with industrial production and investment as well as banking sectors that are only successful in an urban environment.
For more information regarding the impact of urbanization of labour and the agricultural sector and for inspiration for resolution writing please see:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2935117/
Governmental urban bias
Furthermore, it must be noted that urbanization — despite its drawbacks — has a strong positive effect on economic growth in developing countries, with capital cities making up more than 15% of countries’ GDPs in many cases. As such, governments, which are based in cities and focus on economic growth overall, tend to focus on the economic and infrastructure development of the cities and primarily the capital, investing very little in the development of rural areas. This is known as the government urban bias and causes a strong lack of investment into rural infrastructure, while in most cases this is precisely what is needed to connect rural communities with the opportunities and market resources available in urban areas.

Congestion and pollution in cities and urban areas

Although urban areas can be seen as the beneficiaries of rural to urban migration, they too face a variety of issues associated primarily with the results of badly managed growth. As a result of high levels of population influx in cities such as Bangkok, Thailand, there is little time for city planning and the city grows very organically, resulting in many problems associated with crowding and congestion. If one wishes to regard urbanization as a natural trend, cities must be built sustainably in order to facilitate for large populations, but it is important to consider that excessive and unmanaged growth can have negative effects on cities, meaning that it may be beneficial to impose or tighten limits on urban population density or the number of cars allowed in a city for instance.


Implications for public services


As the population of urban areas grows without proper measures taken by governing authorities, public services such as education, public transport and healthcare wear thin because they are intended for a far smaller population that that arriving in the city. As a result of the population growing faster than public transport systems can be expanded, many resort to means of private transport such as cars. With an influx in cars comes the common issue of congestion, which leads to higher levels of pollution and can also inhibit the movement of emergency services such as fire trucks, police cars and ambulances. Primarily, these problems are associated with a lack of road planning and mapping, urging the need for international and regional guidelines on city management.
Implications for health


Congestion and unmanaged growth can further also have a strong impact on public health in cities. Adding to the fact that ambulances and medical personnel face issues with transport and movement throughout the city, pollution caused by congestion further worsens the state of public health. Additionally, as cities experience large scale immigration of low income people who come to the city searching for economic and social opportunities, a lack of management and limitation often leads to the creation of slums, as found in cities such as Mumbai, Jakarta, and Mexico City. In such slums, health standards are often sub-par as a result of little access to sanitation and clean water. Again, because of the economic growth that urbanization brings otherwise, the issue of public health is often not addressed properly by authorities because it is seen as a collateral of growth, thereby leading to the propagation of inequalities in opportunity and standard of living caused by internal migration from rural to urban areas.

For more information regarding public health in densely populated urban areas and for inspiration for resolution writing please see:
http://www.who.int/world-health-day/2010/media/whd2010background.pdf 
Long term implications for economic growth and development

In the long term, excessive internal migration to urban areas can lead to a decrease in economic growth and development especially in less developed countries. This is because as cities become overly crowded without proper management and planning, the efficiency of industries and firms working in these areas increases as a result of rising transport costs and issues as well as general loss in worker productivity as a result of the aforementioned consequences.
For more information regarding the need for sustainable city growth and for inspiration for resolution writing please see:
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/poverty-reduction/sustainable-urbanization-strategy.html 
Urban poverty
Urban poverty is a phenomenon that occurs due to low income migration into cities and urban areas. Due to the higher costs of living in cities many low income migrants find themselves in poor economic conditions and hence end up living in detrimental conditions in slums and underdeveloped areas of cities. There they face a poverty cycle that only deepens their economic despair and exposes them to heightened physical and mental risks.

 For more information regarding urban poverty and for inspiration for resolution writing please see:
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/our_work/ICP/MPR/WMR-2015-Background-Paper-CTacoli-GMcGranahan-DSatterthwaite.pdf
Major Parties Involved and Their Views

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

The IOM is the United Nations agency for migration and focuses on the analysis or migration trends through the world. It reports on the issue urbanization and promotes the rights of migrants in most situations, including that of rural to urban migration.
United Nations Development Project (UNDP)
The UNDP is the United Nations’ program for development throughout the world. It focuses mainly on economic factors of development and on the issue of rural to urban migration it supports sustainable development trajectories for rapidly growing cities, especially in less developed countries.
LEDCs
LEDCs are usually the countries facing the issue of badly managed urbanization and as such have an interest in the sustainability of their own cities. They wish to see more international attention to the issue so as to receive help from the international community in terms of guidance as well as funding, but they are also reluctant to focus on the drawbacks of urbanization because they fear it will slow their economic growth.
MEDCs

MEDCs are in the next step of the urbanization process. Being more developed, they tend to already have populations that are centered around urban life. They wish to find ways to halt the trend in order to not further marginalize their rural populations and as such generally promote measures to bring economic development and jobs to smaller communities and towns in their countries. As opposed to LEDCs, MEDCs have generally have sufficient funding, but struggle to find effective policies to decentralize their public and private sectors.
Timeline of Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

The topic of internal migration and rural to urban shifts is one that has only just begun to demand global action. As such there have been no previous attempts by the united nations or other international bodies at the mitigation of issues associated with the trend. Generally, migration into cities has increased throughout the developing world and shows no signs of halting, while in developed countries the trend has slowed as governments’ policies shift accordingly. Due to the domestic nature of the topic, there are no significant resolutions, treaties or events to note, but delegates are encouraged to inform themselves on the measures taken by individual governments in the following section.
Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

In the past various measures have been taken by governments to address the issues arising from extensive rural to urban migration. However, these measures are often symptomatic and address only the a select adverse effect of urbanization rather than the issue as a whole. In cities like large cities like Paris for instance public transport is sometimes rendered free for short periods of time in order to reduce pollution by decreasing the number of people driving private cars. Although this does curb pollution levels on the short run, it is scarcely a long-term solution. More effectively congestion as a whole can be combatted by establishing exclusive pedestrian zones or by promoting the development of underground parking areas under public spaces as has been done in Barcelona for example, but even this does not address the issue in full as it does little to prevent general pollution and its health risks. It is easy to turn the issue of rural to urban migration into one of traffic congestion alone, but in fact, the issue is far more complicated.

Measures implemented by governments to address the issue as a whole on the other hand have focused on decentralization, as seen in France when the government worked to move large companies and government offices from Paris into smaller cities throughout France. Such a measure has the desired effect and is commendable, but is often unrealistic for developing countries due to lack of funds. Furthermore, due to the economic growth that urbanization brings to developing countries, these are often willing to overlook the drawbacks of rural to urban migration. As such, policy action in developing countries must focus more on infrastructure and economic development in rural areas in order to discourage excessive urbanization. Because of this failure by local authorities to actively take policy measures combatting the consequences of internal migration, International action is needed in the form of guidance as well as funding.
Possible Solutions

Possible solutions to the internal migration and consequences of rural to urban shifts in less developed countries, can be generally divided into two approaches. 

The first is to limit the amount of migration that occurs from rural to urban areas. This can on one hand be achieved through imposing quantitative or qualitative limits on how many people may move into a city through limits on cars in the city or housing, but more importantly, to limit migration into cities from rural areas, rural areas must be developed economically in order to remove the incentive people have to move into large cities. In essence this approach can be summarized as decentralization and rural development, and promotes attempts to create more opportunities in rural areas or smaller cities and towns
The second approach is that of ensuring sustainable growth of cities. This approach considers urbanization as a natural phenomenon and attempts to plan effectively in order to allow for the growth of economically and socially functioning urban areas and cities. For examples of such solutions see the hyperlinks under the “Key Issues” section of this report.
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