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Introduction


The Islamic State is a Jihadist militant group that aims to speed religious terrorism globally and calls all 
Muslims to join their terrorist group.  Initially, they emerged from radical Sunni jihadists in Iraq who fought 
under the banner “al-Qaeda in Iraq”. In 2004, they left the Al-Qaeda and to become ISIS and 2010 Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi became their new leader. Since then, the ISIS expanded their control in Iraq and 
simultaneously fought against Bashar Al Assad in the Syrian civil war to spread dominance in the region. 
The ISIS grew rapidly, to the extent where the controlled the same amount of land as the United 
Kingdom in 2014. However, after that ISIS have been pushed back significantly and now we need to 
develop the progress from the past couple of years to restore full authority of geographical areas in Syria 
and Iraq. 

Definition of Key Terms

ISIS 
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ISIS stands for the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, also know as ISIL. They are the governing 
body of the  main terrorist organisation part of the Syrian Civil War and are responsible for recruiting 
majority of the foreign fighters.  

Jihadist 

A jihadist is a person involved in Islamic warfare and terrorism, typically as a militant.  

History

Iraqi war 

 In 2003, Iraq was invaded in order to free the people from dictatorship. Simultaneously, the Sunni 

minorities were also in discontent and this brought groups like the ISIS to fight against the Iraqi forces, 
alongside the US military. Hereon, the ISIS expanded as a group.  

Syrian civil war  

 The ISIS capitalised on the Syria civil war to expand their group even further by fighting for the 
rebel groups against Bashar Al-Assad from 2011. This allowed them to spread their ideologies across the 
region and strengthen their military group, in terms of manpower and land.  

Key Issues

Iraqi-Syrian border  

 Having control around the border of Iraq and Syria has enabled the ISIS to control parts of both 

countries, even though they now have less control in each country. Therefore, we must tackle the issue 
quickly in order to weaken the terrorist group and restore authority in such areas.  

Threat to the Middle East 

            As the ISIS wish to spread their caliphate across the globe, they do want take control of the 
Middle East, as a method of portraying power and dominance. Thus, it is highly important for other 
member states in the Middle East to protect their borders and address the issue of jihadists immediately, 
as we build upon a safer world.  

Major Parties Involved and Their Views

Iran & Russia 

 Russia and Iran in strong favour of Bashar Al Assad. Hence, both member states are in full 

support of the Syrian military and provide militants to back the Syrian forces. They are fighting the ISIS 
and attempting to regain territorial land in Iraq and Syria.  

Saudi Arabia, Turkey and the United States  
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 The three of these countries are against Bashar Al Assad’s government and feel that they are 
root cause of the situation in Iraq and Syria.  However, they are providing military assistance to weaken 
the ISIS in terms of the land they own and their military size. 

Timeline of Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

You must include short sentences to explain the timeline. Otherwise you have to follow the format 

specified below: 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

From 2015-2016, military aid has been considerably effective. With multiple member states all 

over the world using weaponry to fight the organisation, the ISIS territory has shrunk significantly, almost 
by 35%. Although this has helpful, it has caused a lot of damage to the countries and hence we must 
simultaneously look at other alternatives in tackling the issue.  

Possible Solutions

To tackle this issue of retaining land which was under the control of the ISIS, we must show a 

holistic approach. Although military assistance has been effective in the past couple of years, it is not 
only solution, because we are also aiming to make a peaceful world. Possible solutions to the problem 
include calling for a ceasefire, political transition negotiated by the parties to the conflict, promote 
accountability for war crimes with a view to facilitating a national reconciliation and sending UN 
peacekeepers to stop the fighting and allowing people to transit back into their homes. We must also 
keep track of the progress through reports, refrain the ISIS to take over other member states through 
stronger border control and show a positive approach in tackling the issue.  
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Date / Year Description of event
2003 Iraqi war took place 
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