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Introduction
The act of honour killing is thought to be known since Roman times, where pater families, or seniors (men) within a household would hold the right to kill a wife who showed adulterous traits, or daughters whom were unmarried but were sexually active. Honour killings, or honour based crimes were known when the early Jewish laws in medieval Europe called for the stoning of adulterous wives and her partner. Today, the practise of Honour Killings is commonly associated in countries within the North African and the Middle Eastern regions of the world. Honour killings are now fundamentally based on the codes of morality and behaviour that define a culture, which often link back to religious dictates. Worldwide media has named honour killings to be illegal and immoral- however, countries who allow honour killings argue that female sexual misconduct upsets the social equilibrium, therefore bloodshed is the only ‘foolproof’ method to remove any shame caused by a woman’s ‘sexual misconduct’. Although honour killings still exist to date, they aren’t classified as honour killings and there are no worldwide estimates or any form of reliable statistics on honour killing incidences. In the Muslim world, honour killings are known as femicides and such crimes are rarely, to never prosecuted. 
Definition of Key Terms
Femicide 


The killing of a woman or a girl, specifically by a man because of her gender. 

Honour Killings
Crimes committed by a family member towards a female (member of family) and based on morality and behaviour. Honour crimes are different from regular homicides, passion crimes, serial killings, revenge killings, hate crimes, and domestic violence. 
Patriarchy 


A social system, or society where a male possess more privilege and authority. In the patriarchal system, the rights of males are typically fully entailed while females have restricted rights. 

History
Cultural views on Honour Killings 


The origin of honour killings is evidenced in many regions- an example of such would be the pater families in the Roman dynasty, or the Qing dynasty in China where male figures were permitted to kill any females who had “dishonoured” them. In Muslim countries, the ideal of family honour is crucial. A family brings the main source of honour and typically, a community would highly view the relationship between the honour and the family. Any action that would be considered dishonourable, even a rumour, could cause the family be shunned by relatives and to lose status in a community. These cultures are known as “collectivist cultures” where individual autonomy would be seen as a threat to the family since a family is more important than an individual. There is nothing in the Qur’an that permits nor sanctions any behaviour that is related to honour killings. Scholars state that honour killings stem from attitudes of a culture, ethnic or religious groups that view women as property to motivate Honour Killings. Egypt’s ex-Grand Mufti (Ali Gomaa) has spoken out against Honour Killings. 

Honour Killings in Contemporary Society


Honour Killings are still deemed less serious in comparison to any other murder due to cultural traditions within a community or culture. It has been surveyed that 1 in 10 Southeast Asian male that Honour Killings are justifiable and should be condoned. The shift of different cultural and economic status these cultures experience also contribute to honour killings- there are trends that display when a woman receives greater responsibility, it could cause her male family member to act against her to regain authority over her. 

Key Issues
Leniency in legislation 


There are multiple instances of legislature in the world where honour killings are encouraged, which include laws that show criminalisation of behaviours such as extramarital sex (adultery), homosexual acts, indecent dressing in public. These laws act as ways to enforce the ideals of honour killings and to reassure enforcers of honour killings that the victims deserve the punishment. Examples of historic laws that have inspired current laws include the Roman Law ‘Lex Julia de adulteriis coercendis’ which allowed the murder of any adulterous woman through the hands of their husbands or fathers. This law inspired the creation of the French (Napoleonic Code) Article 324 which was abolished in 1975, but inspired the creation of other laws such as Jordan’s 1960 Penal Code no. 16 Article 340 which was an extension of the Ottoman article 188.
Lack of worldwide census and statistics 


Although Honour Killings are a known crime, there are no exact figures on the exact statistics of how many people that have been victims to Honour Killings. Little, to no countries keep any official statistics and a lot of the statistics are estimates. This is due to the fact that there are no focused reports or recordings on honour killings as they are hard to track and easily covered up by the media as another crime, ie: suicides. 
Acceptance of discrimination towards women 


It is frequented in many states in Islamic regions of South Asia, North Africa, and Middle East that honour killings are typically the result of patriarchal views on women, and their position in society. Women are viewed as property and are expected to submit to the requests of a male figure with authority. Failure to do so can result in extreme violence as a form of punishment- in many societies, violence is seen as a way to force compliance and a method to prevent rebellion. In 2013, a survey of 850 teenagers in Jordan showed that a third of the surveyed teenagers accepted that honour killings were morally correct. In 2009, a survey from UNFPA showed that 68% of men in Iraq (or of Iraqi descent) believed that killing a woman or girl because they were acting “dishonourable” should be justified. 
Major Parties Involved and Their Views
Council of Europe 


The Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women has Article 42 in place to combat the issue as it is a major violation of human rights and honour killings in general have been condemned. 
World Health Organisation 


The World Health Organisation previously released a statement on the issue of Honour Killings and has stated that killings to “save family honours” belong in the same category as some of the most tragic consequences against the discrimination of women. 
Timeline of Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events
	Date
	Description of event

	December 19, 1993
	UN General Assembly adopting the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women 

	December 4, 2000
	UN General Assembly adopting the Resolution (A/RES/55/68) ‘Elimination of all forms of violence including crimes against women’

	December 20, 2004 
	UN General Assembly adopting the Resolution (A/RES/59/167) as an amendment to detail the crimes identified in the previous resolution (A/RES/55/68)

	December 19, 2006 
	UN General Assembly adopting the Resolution (A/RES/61/143) ‘Intensification of efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against women’

	June 26, 2009
	European Parliamentary Assembly passes Resolution 1681 on the issue of combatting so-called “honour crimes”

	October, 2016 
	Pakistan passes a new Law to amend the Pakistan Penal Code of 1860 to target against Honour Killings 


Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue
The United Nations has adopted multiple resolutions (A/RES/55/68, A/RES/59/167 etc.) that showed measures on reducing forms of violence on woman with mainly legal measures while encouraging all member states to launch initiatives to further aid the issue. It is imperative to adhere to those resolutions adopted and to build upon those to condemn against the harsh treatment on women and honour killings. 
Possible Solutions 
States actively against honour killings should attempt to reach an international consensus to protect all victims. When reached an international consensus, states should consider exploring the grounds to construct new organisations or treaties in accordance to previous ones set up by the UN to further restrict honour killings and penalise offenders.
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