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Introduction

Despite the economic benefits of oil from the Arctic and Antarctic regions, oil drilling is very hazardous because no response can be taken if there are spills. Countries are racing to gain access to oil in the Arctic, since, according to a 2008 estimate conducted by the U.S. Geologic Survey, more than a fifth of the world’s conventional oil and gas is yet to be discovered above the Arctic Circle. Maritime traffic is also increasing in the Arctic, mainly for transportation purposes. Additional traffic can disrupt local organisms, pollute the area with chemicals, and potentially lead to oil spills.
The Antarctica Treaty holds until 2048, and ensures that the region is an area open to only “peaceful and scientific” reasons. It is estimated that there are 200 billion barrels worth of oil in Antarctica, which is much more than in Abu Dhabi and Kuwait—this makes countries eager to revoke the Treaty, and suspicious of each other violating it. India, Iran, Pakistan and Turkey have all expressed interest in building within Antarctica, which could lead to a potential increase in maritime traffic and raise tensions towards the ban of extraction. The Antarctica Treaty does not have any clear repercussions or consequences for violations. It is unclear whether there will be no violations until 2048, and if renewal of the Antarctica Treaty will even be possible.
Definition of Key Terms
Territorial waters

Terminology for coastal water extending 12 nautical miles (22.2 km) from a country’s land-to-sea boundary. 
Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs)

EEZs go from the edge of territorial waters to around 200 nautical miles (370 km) from the baseline. An EEZ implies that the sovereign nation has full rights over any natural resources within the area.
History

1989 Exxon Valdez Oil Spill
On March 24, 1989, the international community was reminded of the dangers of oil drilling. Exxon Valdez had just received word that their crude oil filled ship had arrived in Alaska’s Prince William Sound. Unfortunately, at 12:04 am, the ship hit a coral reef, causing damage to not only the ship but also the entire surrounding area and much more. 11 million gallons of oil was spilled into the environment, and to make matters worse, a storm came after the oil spill, which further distributed the oil. Exxon ended up paying billions in hope of some sort of recovery that still has not been completed.
Russia’s contributions



In addition to developing more Arctic oilfields, President Vladimir Putin opened the Arctic marine terminal gate on May 25, 2016. The gate will allow Arctic-sourced Russian crude oil to be traded amongst European and Asian markets, and will increase maritime traffic. Russia is racing for more resources and control of the Arctic as it melts, at worrisome rates. 
Obama’s last attempt and Trump’s work against it

During the end of his final and last term, former President Barack Obama enforced a 1953 law that allowed presidents to ban the sale of new offshore drilling and mining rights. The five-year ban means that U.S Arctic and Atlantic Ocean territory will not be open to exploitation for oil. Obama enacted the ban in collaboration with Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada, who had also agreed with Obama’s attempts to save the Arctic from exploitation and has also set a temporary ban on new oil and gas leasing in the Arctic.  Unfortunately, current President Donald Trump has worked against the ban. The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is the current target, as it has 19.6 million acres of ground for potential oil and gas drilling. President Trump’s current goals are primarily focused towards improving the economy, and there are very little chances of him letting go of the Arctic, seeing that Russia is already using it to become a leading economy. Unfortunately, by September 2017, the Interior Department’s Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) approved Eni SpA, a well-known Italian oil company, for creating exploratory wells in the Beaufort Sea on an artificial island.
Key Issues

Recovery

There is no proven and efficient way of recovering from an oil spill, and most recorded spills happen with massive amounts. If an oil spill was to occur, response time is not quick enough to minimize the effects. Considering the climate of the Arctic and Antarctic, noticing an actual spill would be difficult in the strong winds, fog, and long periods of darkness in the regions, which can result in a decrease of visibility. 
Vessel Activity

Transport ships along with oil tanks are not the only vessels travelling throughout the Arctic and Antarctic regions, for cruise lines are also passing the area. All vessels, however, do affect the environment of the oceans they pass through. The possibilities of human waste, oil spillage/pollution, along with accidentally bringing invasive species into the Arctic and Antarctic all have the potential to affect the environment in extremely negative ways.

Major Parties Involved and Their Views

United States

President Trump seems ready to risk anything for economic growth, including the environment, He has already withdrawn from the Paris Accord. Trump and his administration have expressed their opinions regarding the Arctic and its untapped energy long before his time in office. With Russia gaining more and more economic power through Arctic oil, the United States refuses to lag too far behind. 
Russia

The Russian government is well known for their history with oil spills and abuses, and does not plan on stopping anytime soon. The country is experiencing depletion in land oil resources, and can only look towards the Arctic for further extraction of oil and gas. With the economy based strongly on oil and Putin’s recent opening of the Arctic marine terminal, it is clear that the Russian government wants as much of the Arctic as they can take.

China


China has been abiding with the rules of the Antarctica Treaty, but has recently shown interest in scientific information regarding location of minerals in Antarctica with a map on an official government website—the presence of the map has quickly been erased. The motives for their increasing the number of bases could be for energy security, and it seems China would not be entirely against removal or revoking the Antarctica Treaty. Like many other of the countries who have a claim in bases within Antarctica, China might be doing so with long term strategic planning in mind.
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Timeline of Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events
	Date
	Description of event

	December 1, 1959
	Signing of the Antarctica Treaty with its 53 parties

	March 24, 1989
	Exxon Valdez’s Oil Spill

	2007
	The Northern Sea Route (NSR) becomes ice free and open for ships.


Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

No real attempts to avoid exploitation have been made in Antarctica due to the current treaty in place, although multiple non-government organizations such as Greenpeace have been vocal and fighting against resource extraction. The Antarctic and Southern Ocean Coalition (ASOC) has been facing most issues regarding maritime traffic though, and has even proposed vessel monitoring and information systems. The Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Program (AMAP) have also done similar work in the Arctic.
Possible Solutions

A legally binding or economic agreement that is beneficial towards all countries but compromises with the state of the environment would serve as a sufficient solution. Regulations that call for fines or imprisonment might also prove helpful in this situation since even the slightest violation can be catastrophic for the environment. UN or NGO interference in processes would ensure the credibility of reports in the Antarctic and safe drilling in the Arctic. Transparency of extraction activity would also improve the situation as it is not always clear to the citizens what the government is doing.
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Caption #1: A visual to show all countries that own bases
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