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Introduction

           There are two Middle Eastern cities in a state of war, both densely populated, both of a heavy militant presence, both in the middle of active anti-terror operations. In Mosul US backed Iraqi forces are battling ISIL and in Aleppo Russia-backed Syrian forces are battling AL-NUSRA and its allies.

In Iraq, the city of Mosul was heading for a final showdown between the Iraqi state and ISIL, while in Syria the eastern half of Aleppo remains cut off from the world and under fire. After 5 long years of civil war, Mosul has recently been liberated from ISIL, with solutions  to rehabilitate and rebuild the cities under way. Since Syria’s uprising against President Bashar al-Assad erupted in March 2011, it has morphed into a full-on armed conflict that has spanned more than five years without pause. The UN special envoy to Syria, Staffan de Mistura, recently estimated that at least 400,000 have been killed throughout the conflict.
            Syria’s historical heritage has also been damaged. All six sites classified as World Heritage Sites by the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) have been damaged badly or completely destroyed. 72 percent of displaced Aleppo refugees intend to return. There is an urgent need for security, stability and jobs.
Definition of Key Terms
ISIL
A militant Islamic fundamentalist group active particularly in Syria and Iraq. Also called ISIS, Islamic State.
Refugee
A refugee is an individual who is fleeing a country to escape the dangers of war, persecution or natural disasters. Many Syrian refugees are seeking asylum in neighboring regions such as Jordan and Lebanon, with a few individuals reaching as far as central and southern Europe.
AL-NUSRA
A Salafist jihadist terrorist organization fighting against Syrian government forces in the Syrian Civil War, with the aim of establishing an Islamic state in the country.
Liberation
Freedom of a nation or an area from control by a foreign or oppressive government. 
History

Syrian and Iraqi Kurds

The role of the Kurds and Kurdish parties in Syria historically has been shaped by the Syrian government's regional power politics. 

Recent political situation
The Assad regime in 2011 was weakening, and Syria's Kurds were able to take control of the Kurdish-majority areas. Apart from being an effective force against the jihadists of the Islamic State (IS), the Kurdish-led autonomous government is also the only one offering a political alternative to the repressive Assad regime and the violent Islamic State. Both Mosul and Aleppo were under siege by Shia-led, Iran-allied central governments in Baghdad and Damascus, which held Sunni major powers like the Saudis. While these battles were part liberation from Sunni jihadists, they were also part Shia-led re-conquests, supported by airstrikes from the Americans in Mosul and Russians in Aleppo.
Key Issues

Rebuilding and rehabilitating

Iraqi Kurds have lost control over the disputed city of Kirkuk. This happened not only after the Iraqi Kurds’ controversial referendum for independence, but also after the two sides finished joint operations against the so-called Islamic State (ISIL) in Mosul. Very recently, Iraq reclaimed mosques in Mosul, the Iraqi Prime Minister claimed that the caliphate had fallen, and shortly afterwards, Mosul was finally fully liberated. After this liberation, civilians urgently need to rebuild and bring back the refugees who fled the city. Quick action to rehabilitate the demolished infrastructures is necessary.
Major Parties Involved and Their Views

Foreign Intervention 

Russia
In Aleppo, the Russian-supported Syrian regime campaign is characterised by siege tactics and overwhelming, seemingly indiscriminate, bombardments. UN human rights chief Zeid Raad al-Hussein has described the Syrian city of Aleppo as a “slaughterhouse”. Last week, 14 members of one family died in a single air strike on the city.

United States of America

In Mosul, the US are seemingly steering an Iraqi military towards prioritising civilian protection in a battle that is being live streamed on social media with international journalists embedded within advancing troops.
Timeline of Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events
	Date
	Description of event

	October 10, 1970
June 16, 2014

February 24, 2015

June 6, 2017

July 9, 2017 
	Iranian Revolution
Kurdish fighters take back key town of Tal Abyad, Syria.
Last ISIL stronghold in Aleppo province falls.
U.S.-backed coalition announces offensive to retake Raqqa
Iraqi PM declares that Mosul is fully liberated.

	November 15, 2017
	Sunni extremist seizing the Grand Mosque in Mecca, Islam’s holiest site.

	
	


Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

There are attempts to protect the civilians and rebuild. The UN decided to mandate to continue its United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) until 31 July 2018. It also called for contributions of Member States in providing UNAMI with the financial, logistical, and security resources and support that it needs to fulfill its mission.
The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees is also acting in coordination with UNAMI in providing continued advice and support to the Government of Iraq on these issues, and is encouraging the Government of Iraq to continue working with UNAMI and humanitarian agencies to ensure the delivery of humanitarian relief to all those in need.
Still, there is no clear solution for how to prevent ISIL from returning to Mosul. Plans for how to rebuild the city when hindered by a significant lack of resources are also lacking.

Possible Solutions

Outside of negotiations to alleviate political tensions, delegates may work to ensure that humanitarian aid is available to all those affected by the conflict, especially through organizations such as the UNSMIS to help ensure the protection of civilians. It is imperative that the Syrian government and all involved nations work to overcome the physical and political hindrances that limit access to humanitarian aid. The United Nations refugee agency can assist people, including thousands of returnees, in the Iraqi city of Mosul. Returning families also face challenges in accessing basic services and utilities such as water, electricity and fuel. UNHCR should distribute shelter kits and provide cash assistance to the most vulnerable displaced Iraqi families. Large numbers of IDPs and returnees are also missing key civil documents. UNHCR and partners are providing legal assistance and supporting local authorities to reissue civil and identity documents to displaced families in the camps, including birth and marriage certificates. The establishment of a committee to investigate reported violations and abuses, including reports of missing men and boys from Fallujah and other territories liberated from ISIL, may be helpful.
Bibliography

Jenkins, Brian Michael. “What the battles of Mosul and Aleppo tell us about their countries' futures.” TheHill, 14 Nov. 2016, www.thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/defense/305881-what-the-battles-of-mosul-and-aleppo-tell-us-about-their-countries.
Denselow, James. “Mosul and Aleppo: A tale of two cities.” Middle East | Al Jazeera, Al Jazeera, 27 Oct. 2016, www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2016/10/mosul-aleppo-tale-cities-161024133215794.html.
“Learning lessons in the Middle East.” Learning lessons in the Middle East | History Today, www.historytoday.com/peter-mangold/learning-lessons-middle-east.

“Profile: Syria's al-Nusra Front.” BBC News, BBC, 10 Apr. 2013, www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-18048033.
AlJazeeraEnglish. YouTube, YouTube, 29 Oct. 2016, www.youtube.com/watch?v=34jUeFudKas&t=52s.
Teo, Amanda. Still at risk?: Factors that affect the damage to cultural heritage in times of armed conflict: Syria and Iraq (2011-2014). 2015.
Page 2 of 3 | Research Report
Background Guide ◆ Page 3 of 5

